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1. valuable 
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1. reminded Simon to buy 
 

2. have been learning English for 
 

3. were/was taller, I would / could 
 

4. rather you did not open 
 

5. wish I had not missed 
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TASK 1 SCRIPT: 

 

 

Audioscript  

MiniMatura Unit 1Track 2  

ONE  

 

Speaker 1: Before I went to university, my parents gave me a lot of advice about living alone and 

managing  

my money. Of course, I didn’t take any notice and, when I got to college, I immediately started  

enjoying myself. My studying didn’t suffer – I was always a good student – but my bank account did!  

When my parents found out about my debts, they were shocked and disappointed but it helped me  

in the end. I understand now that money doesn’t grow on trees. That’s probably the most beneficial  

thing I learned while at university.  

 

TWO  

 

Speaker 2: At school, I was keen on acting and wanted to study Drama. Of course, my parents were 

totally  

opposed to the idea. They kept telling me that most actors earn very little and that I should study  

‘a proper subject’. My friends warned me not to listen to them but I was good at Maths so, in the  

end, I got a place on an Economics course. I hated it and soon realised it was the wrong choice. I gave up 

after a year and am now in my final year of Drama, which I absolutely love.  

 

THREE  

 



Speaker 3: I wasn’t a great student at school. I always preferred going out with my friends. At 

university, our first  

lecture was brilliant. They told us how to balance our work and social lives, how to look after our  

finances and things like that. I decided to follow the advice and take my studies seriously and I realised  

that studying is actually very enjoyable. My first year results were really encouraging, which my parents  

couldn’t believe. I also managed to have a good social life without spending too much money.  

 

FOUR  

 

Speaker 4: When I finished school, everyone advised me to leave home and go to university but it made  

financial sense to study at our local university and stay at home. When the academic year started, my  

friends from school left to go to other universities and I suddenly felt very lost on my own. I felt  

shy at the beginning of term when I met my fellow students. I don’t know why. I made one  

or two good friends, though, and really enjoyed not being in a crowd all the time. I think it was  

Christmas before I relaxed and became my normal, gregarious self again.  

 

FIVE  

 

Speaker 5: Studying at university in England costs a lot of money so you need to know it's worth doing.  

I worked hard and, although I had fun, my social life was less important than my education. That’s why I  

was so angry about the dull, irrelevant lectures we had. In fact, I was so furious, I set up a blog about  

it, which the university director found out about. He made his displeasure clear and I was summoned to  

his office. In the end, though, he sympathised with me and promised to change things in the future.  

I wonder if he has.  

   TASK 2    MiniMatura Unit 4Track 5  

Interviewer:  

Welcome to the Money Programme. This week’s guest is Sheila Turner, whose blogs on  

money-saving ideas have made her one of the most famous shoppers in the country. Today  

she’s going to share some food shopping tips. Welcome, Sheila.  

 

Sheila:  

Thank you.  

 

Interviewer:  

So, what can we do to reduce our food shopping  



bills?  

 

Sheila:  

Well, some things are obvious such as where to shop. I can’t mention any names but some  

supermarkets are cheaper than others. Even so, if you have a few supermarkets near to where you  

live, it’s a good idea to use them all and find out which are cheaper for certain products.  

 

Interviewer:  

Yes, I do that myself.  

 

Sheila:  

Very good! Now, once you have decided where to shop, there are two more important things to  

do before you go shopping. Firstly, always make a list. I have a template on my computer with every  

product I may possibly need written on it. They are listed in the same order that I go round my  

main supermarket. All I have to do is print it off, tick the things I need and then stick to the list.  

I refuse to go shopping with my husband as he always buys things which aren’t on the list, which,  

in my opinion, means they are things we don’t need. The other thing you should do before you  

go out is eat. Never go food shopping when you are hungry. You will be tempted by sweets and  

other snacks.  

 

Interviewer:  

Very good advice. I always go shopping after work and I always buy some little treat for myself even 

though I know dinner will be ready for me when I  

get home.  

 

Sheila:  

A bad mistake. The next thing to do is train your memory. As I said before, you should compare  

prices in different shops and remember what they cost. You should also try to remember the  

prices of products you buy regularly. That way, if the supermarket offers a bargain you will know if  

it really is a bargain or not. They sometimes put the price up, then reduce the product to its old  

price and say it’s a bargain! I’ve even seen things on sale for a higher price with a label saying it is a  

special offer.  

 

Interviewer:  

I think I’ve been tricked like that. Now, I’ve got a question. What do you think about supermarket  



own brands?  

 

Sheila:  

They are a great way to save money. There are certain standards that all food has to conform to  

so you can be sure the food is what it claims to be. However, occasionally, the quality isn’t as  

satisfactory as the more famous brands. The best thing to do is to try them and, if they do not come  

up to the standards you require, buy something more expensive. Labels can help you to compare  

quality. For example the label on a jar of jam will tell you how much fruit is used. You can also check  

all the extra ingredients and chemicals which are used to keep it fresh or give it more colour.  

 

Interviewer:  

We seem to be getting away from the topic of saving money.  

 

Sheila:  

Not really. Not if you buy something and have to throw it away because you don’t like it. However,  

one last tip I have is to take advantage of online shopping. Some supermarkets offer free home  

delivery if you spend more than a certain amount and, even if there is a small charge, online  

shopping is the best way to guarantee that you stick completely to what’s on your list. I don’t  

think the delivery driver will turn up with a bar of chocolate or a doughnut that he added to your  

basket as he was waiting at the checkout! 



 

 


